Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAKAR 05422 171739Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 DLOS-09 EB-08 
TRSE-00 DOTE-OO CG-00 L-03 /090W 

059932 180645Z/14 

R 171705Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4948 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
USCINCEUR 

AMEMBASSY BANJUL POUCH 
AMEMBASSY BISSAU POUCH 

CONFIDENTIAL DAKAR 5422 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, PINT, SG 

SUBJECT: SENEGALESE SEIZE TWO SOVIET TRAWLERS 
REF: (A) DAKAR 2929, (B) 76 DAKAR 8214 

1 . ON JULY 6, SENEGALESE PATROL BOAT SEIZED TWO SOVIET 
FISHING TRAWLERS WHICH WERE REPORTEDLY POACHING ABOUT 10 
MILES OFFSHORE. THIRD TRAWLER EVADED CAPTURE. TWO SHIPS 
ARE CURRENTLY DETAINED AT DAKAR PORT AND GOS HAS REQUESTED 
PAYMENT OF CFA 100 MILLION FINE (DOLS 450,000). BRITISH 
DIRECTOR OF LOCAL FISHING COMPANY TOLD EMBASSY THAT GOS 
CONFISCATED AND SUBSEQUENTLY SOLD TO LOCAL WHOLESALERS 
ENTIRE CATCH FROM TWO VESSELS AT BARGAIN PRICE OF CFA 7 

(4 US CENTS) PER KILO, ABOUT ONE-TENTH MARKET VALUE. IT 
IS BELIEVED THAT BOATS CARRIED ABOUT 600 TONS OF FISH 
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TOTAL, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE BOTH IN 2,000-TON CLASS. 

2. SOVIET UNION HAS BUNKERING/CREW CHANGE/LIGHT 
REPAIR AGREEMENT WITH SENEGAL BUT IS NOT ALLOWED TO 
FISH WITHIN 200-MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT. EMBOFFS 

HAVE FREQUENTLY HEARD GOS COMPLAIN ABOUT SOVIET 
POACHING (REF A) AND IN LATE 1976 SENEGALESE PATROL 
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BOAT UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED CAPTURE OF SOVIET 
TRAWLERS (REF. B) US NAVAL OFFICERS WHO VISITED DAKAR IN 
FEBRUARY HAD SIGHTED SOVIETS FISHING WITHIN 200-MILE 
ZONE AND WE ARE CONVINCED SERIOUS POACHING TAKES 
PLACE. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT SOVIETS USE EXTREMELY 
FINE NETS (IN VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION) 

WHICH PICK UP LARGE QUANTITIES OF IMMATURE FISH, 

PRACTICE WHICH ACCELERATES DEPOPULATION OF SPECIES. 

3. INCIDENT HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY COVERAGE IN LOCAL 
MEDIA. SENEGAL RECEIVES CONSIDERABLE INCOME FROM 
SOVIET USE OF PORT SERVICES AND MAY PREFER TO COLLECT 
FINE QUIETLY TO AVOID UPSETTING CONTRACT. SOVIETS 
GENERALLY HAVE 10 TO 12 SHIPS IN DAKAR PORT AT ANY 
GIVEN TIME AND FACILITATE CREW CHANGES THROUGH TWO 
WEEKLY AEROFLOT FLIGHTS FROM MOSCOW, ARRANGEMENTS WHICH 
MAKE DAKAR VITAL TO THEIR FISHING OPERATIONS. OUR 
GUESS IS SOVIETS WILL PAY FINE AND PROCEED WITH CAUTION. 

GALANTO 
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